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1. Unfortunately, e major preblem in assessing the validity
of the subject magezice srdicle with regexrd to Project CORONA iz that
beeouse of the esttremely limited circle of CCROMA-clearcd personnel
it is exceedingly difficult +o ask questions cutsicde CIA cireles vithe-
cut betreying more interest in the subject than is appropriete.
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2. Since the first successful satellite launching last year,
there has been world-wide speculation about the use of these devices
for reconnalssance purposes. Although WS-117L traces its origins
back to 1946 when e Rend study determined the feasibility of placing -

a satelifite in orbit, 1t did not begin to take shape wmtil Lockheed
s selected by ARDC in 1956 as the prime contractor, efter design v
study proposals were sulmitted the year before by selected contractors
In fact, 1t could be sald that WS-117L ean begln tracing its Jineage |
with feesibility studles mn under the eegis of Project Feedback (As1xr
Force} and concluded in 1954, with the recommendstion that & pioneey

;" 3+ The original W3-117L concept hed called for linking the recon-

" nalssence system to an Atles ICBY, without any sttempt being made to
- TECOVET @ noae cone in the manner of CORONA. Icstead, relience was @ ¥,
rlaesd cn storege of information on film, mognetic or clectrostotic v
tope, with information retrievel beling accanplished thra discharpe T A
-2 cund o campatidle eguinment on the ground. In late 1957, following
TLilrzis of other missile yesearch rrogroams in achleviag nose cone )
"7y, it wios decided to switch to & roccverable dalo capsule cone

~w the Thor booater wes substitute? for the wlas, much i the
dszerived in the article. However, tie uliusias Lo pexrcciute
oo oL the film, certioned in the AVS
0 e icliecal speculation rather than inc.do
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NRO an'd USAF review(s) completed.
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- ship. No clalms of success or failure in concept or design have beem
» made in the name of the Alr Force. o

I B .‘:"6'. Whilethe Gﬁbjggj article stirs a self-conscious reacl tion “
;.. in e breasts of those connected with CORONA, as being coupletely

with a considersble emount of edi¥orial speculation and obvions dednetiom. .
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Taor 2

Lo A nuzber of the dctails of the magerine criicle, with resnect
Lo weight of satellite, height of orvit are ot somc variegnce with the
facts of CCOROIA. And, as & motter of fect, <heo mamzize sointz cut
that the idea of o rocoveruble dota co sulc was diceorded 'e Pow months
220.7  Polnts of foct mode in tre orticle incluvde correct identsifl~
caticn of thc basic boosier campanent, the polzt of levacsing, anproxie
pate time of first test laimching, gereral rmotacd of accorpiisihing
e¥ection of photographic eupsule, requiremont or cireuler, northe-
soull orbit, and, colncilentally, the muiber {20) of veokicles rrograzed
for the CORCHA-Blo-Medlcal schedule (althou-;;il the regezine stetee that
the fizure of 20 will Probably be progremmed over same five years in
conwrast ta the CORONA eccolersted schedule), No CORONA contractor,
other then Lockheed, is named. |

5. Of Interest in camection with the publiclty leaked or released
on Wo~11TL mey be the Tact that ofiflcially the Air Forcee hes had little
or ncthing to say about Pi-g Piper. However, within the pest yeer,

e Freach Adir Force general orficer, reportedly attached to KATO, rcolemsed .
o the French press and thus to the world, tasic detalls of the WS-11TL .
brogren end information that the United States Afr Force was working o

on it. He had allegedly obtained his information fram e Lockheed
source. Since that time, in magazines other than AVIATION WEEK, in - .
syndicated press releases snd in earlier AVIATION WEEK colirms there
have appeared references to the WS-117L, most having to do with the . -
Tect that Lockheed was working on guch & system under Air Force SpOnsor-
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reveeling, objective appraisal seems to indicate that the st is SRR
a cleverly-yritten combination of & few priuary facts intemmingled - .

For exarmle, it 15 o secret that any product of Loctheod Missiles

Systems Division cames (1) from Sunnyvale, Californis, end (2) tBat. . W L

it is built under the cogrizance of L. E. Root s LAC vice-president

anl gencrel manager of th:st divisien > yet these facts are paraded

as pexrt of the "incide truth” tencr of the article. Certainly it

WOl appear that nothing in the article is of & nature so0 camronising
thev it zhould csuse changes in the orientaticn of COBONA. T is

mersly initial evidence that when the time comes Ior actual T3,

e mast bte prepared for all sorts of Journalistic speculation recarding
zisgicn, orbit, targets, 1esulls; etc. B
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